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•  a journal project to record your feelings, thoughts, and discoveries while we 
   read this fiction book.

Introduction:

Each day as we progress through the book Monster you will be asked to record the 
evidence you've just heard. Additionally, you will be asked various questions which 
encourage you to reflect on Steve's situation in various capacities. Each category will 
ultimately be used for a final product.

Evidence:

You will compile evidence as if you are listening as a juror because Steve will be 
given a verdict at the end of the book. Is the verdict just or unjust? Use the evidence 
you've compiled to convince me in a I page paper that Steve's verdict was just or 
unjust.

Steve's World:

Each time you reflect on Steve's situation, consider the choices he made in his life 
(that he shows us through the series of flashbacks). When we see the direction Steve's 
life will take at the end of the book (as the result of the verdict), you will choose a 
partner and enact. a role play situation where you take turns giving Steve advice about 
the choices he needs to make in the future, based on what he did in the past.

Our World:

The themes of this book are contemporary. From peer pressure to the question of 
institutionalized racism and crime; we will explore the same situations in our world. 
We'll follow a few true crime stories from St. Paul, we'll visit with local public defenders 
and prosecutors, and we'll fit in any late-breaking true stories/information that could 
help us understand the authenticity of Steve's story. You will use this reflection to 
prepare for a question and answer with local community officials.






