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Catalogs are organized with an opening “index” page which
points the reader to the appropriate page according to subject.
In the wiki environment, the authors can use the “catalog”
system. On the wiki’s opening page or home page, the authors
provide links to the various pages of the wiki rather than the
page numbers employed in a catalog. Below is an example from
TravelWiki of the catalog style. The source of the example is
http://wikitravel.org/en/article/Main_]Page.

With this catalog style in mind, groups had to decide what they
were going to call the page. How would they structure it? Would
there be one page miles in length? Or would they hypertext from
one page to another? (Hypertextuality or “hotlinking” allows the
wiki community to have a basic homepage which links to groups
of other pages.) If they opted for a basic homepage, would they
want all their subheadings on the homepage or in different
places? All of this requires active participation in the decisions
that writers make as they “plan, develop, design, write, test,”
what it is they’re trying to say (Spinuzzi & Zachary 170).

Here follow two examples that illustrate how the groups
chose to organize the home page of their respective wiki using
the catalog style. Rather than insert a screenshot of the groups’
pages I have copied and pasted the information from the home
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page. My reason for doing so is that a screenshot would not
include a full picture of how the page is organized. The first
example is from a wiki created by Eddie Kocourek, Greg Morse,
Jennifer Niccum, Thinh Pham, and Phung Phung. on Sweeney
Todd.

IMAGE: www.blogwaybaby.com

Welcome to the Wiki of Sweeney Todd! We have provided
a variety of information to enhance your knowledge and
further your interest in this gruesome play! ENJOY

SWEENEY TODD

Cast of Characters

Various Productions

History of Play Productions
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim
Book by Hugh Wheeler

Story Line of Sweeney Todd
Musical Numbers

Interesting Information

Fact or Fiction??
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GROUP EVALUATION & ANNOTATED
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Eroug Evaluatiod

hndividual Evaluationé
Iénnotated Bibliograghj

The group has broken down the page into three sections:
a copy of the text’s cover; a section on the play itself which
contains links to pages on the story line of Sweeney Todd and
so on; and a section which contains links to pages on which
the group evaluates its research as group, how the individual
members conducted their specific research, and the required
annotated bibliography.

The second example again illustrates the catalog style. As you
can see, the group chose to break down their work under a dif-
ferent set of categories. This wiki is the work of Tim Cameron,
Katelyn Childs, Annie Hejny, Kelsey Shurson, Danielle Tagg.

THE PIANO LESSON
BY AUGUST WILSON

'ZPIAND
EESSON

Avgust
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IMAGE: http://www.gpschools.org/ci/images/wilson.jpg

Author

August Wilson was born in 1945 in Pittsburgh
Pennslyvania. His influences include Ralph Ellison, Romare
Bearden, Arna Bontemps, Richard Wright, and Langston
Hughes, just to name a few.

Areas of Interest

Meet the Characters: |l he Piano Lesson.gg!
|! he Life of August Wilson.ggj
|I he Great Migration, Symbolism of the Piano, and Themes.l

Highlights of United States history in the 1930’4

Photo Gallery

Bibliographies

|! im’s Annotated bibliograghj
Eatelzn’s Annotated Bibliograghj
anie’s Annotated Bibliograghj

&nielle’s Annotated Bibliograghﬂ

Evaluations

Eroug evaluation.dod



http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200920ENGL112-17/_673498_1/Group_Evaluation_2
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200920ENGL112-17/_673498_1/Individual_Evaluations_1
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200920ENGL112-17/_673498_1/Annotated_Bibliography_6
http://www.gpschools.org/ci/images/wilson.jpg
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=The+Paino+Lesson__0.ppt
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=Setting-outline__0.doc
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=Music+and+Art__0.doc
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/118906920e40.b14587b17557e?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=The+Life+of+August+Wilson__0.ppt
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/118a4286d5e0.a0587e237e6708?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/F792348AFCC0B3855B272D42E429DAC5?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/118ae1265f10.5817a5cc0a3904?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=annotated+bibliography__0.doc
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/118a58fd6f10.a40fec44888ec?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=pianobib__4.doc
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=ENG+112+anotated+bibliography__0.docx
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/118adf5376a0.158d97088586bc?cmd=GetPage
http://blackboard.stthomas.edu/webapps/lobj-wiki-bb_bb60/wiki/200820ENGL112-12/_504825_1/Home?cmd=GetImage&systemId=group+evaluation__0.doc
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Eelsex Shurson’s Evaluatiog

Eatelzn Childs’ Evaluatiod

fAnnie Hejny’s Evaluatioj

!ganielle Tagg’s Evaluatiog

|! im Cameron’s Evaluatiod

Once the project was completed students had these points to

make:
[ )

They liked the ease with which they could add,
modify, or delete material from the wiki.

They liked the fact that they could track each oth-
er’s participation and that I could see how much
each participant contributed to the assignment.
That way any individual not pulling her or his
weight would be exposed.

They liked the fact that wikis are webpages that
make linking to references very handy.

They liked the fact that they could collaborate
on a document without having to have extensive
training or purchase a completely new piece of
software.

They liked the fact that they could modify the
wiki with nothing more than a computer and a
web browser.

They found the initial structuring of the content
tough. However, once they realized the ease with
which they could restructure the wiki they felt
more confident. Yet, the ease of restructuring the
wiki presented its own difficulties. As they said,
“when does a group know that the structure they
have is enough or right for the purpose of the
project?”

They had difficulties stepping out of the tradi-
tional notion of authorship.

* They were sometimes unhappy about contri-
butions being revised or deleted. However,
they agreed that discussing why a contribution
should be revised or deleted could be helpful
in letting them know how readers responded to
their writing.

* Despite the relative simplicity of editing and
saving some still did not like working in such a
technological environment.

While the collaborative research aspect of the assignment
was essential, what was important to me was mostly in terms
of writing. In creating and designing the wiki, students learned
how to organize documents and resources. They also received
plenty of peer review and learned better how to offer peer review,
particularly when it came to discussing why a contribution
should be revised or deleted. Because of the way a wiki works
students had to focus on the process of writing, especially in
recognizing the necessity of keeping track of drafts. Also, I
believe, the students came to understand that writing is a social
process even though it might in some situations seem solitary.

Thus, from my point of view the assignment was successful.
In working in the wiki environment, students learned as a
community of writers and readers to invent, build upon, revise,
and edit a text. While the product was important, what they
learned was the process.
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