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Kellie Anderson John Glenn Middle School, Maplewood, MN
Impromptu Essay

Growing up. It soundskind of scary, and yet, exciting at the same time. There are alot of
thingstha come with getting older, but there are also many thingswe los. It seems tha
as children, we can®wait to get older. When we findly grow into adults though we
realize how goodlife was when we were younge.

When we do thingslike thinking abouthow great we had it back then, we forget to think
abouthow goodwe have it now. When | think back to my earlier school days, | always
think to myself, O wish | could have stayed tha age...Ol know my parents doit too. We
think aboutall the goodpoints of our younge life. We remember thejungle gyms, the
nap times, and the snacks that didn®make usfat. We can recall our stuffed animals, the
days notfilled with homework and essays, beng rocked when we were sad and tucked in
at night Politics? Huh?Wha were govanments? War was a card game, everyoneknew
tha. No oneseems to remembe tha thejungle gyms were aways full, we abhored
taking ngps and the snacks were always healthy and Qyross.OOur stuffed animals got
ripped and thrown away, we were bored with nathing to doin the afternoons(at least, |
was...), and being tudked in at night and rocked was for babies, not big boysor girls.

We don®look at wha we have now. Mogt adultsin my life look at the bills, theterrible
job, theannoying co-worker, thebills, creaking joints, bills...theresponsbilities. What
we don®see is the privileges of being older. Y ou could walk to work; you don®need to
drive acar. You could pay everythingin cash, who nesdsa credit card?Y ou don®have
to make your own decisions we can find someoneto make them for you. | don®@want to
livelike tha. | can accept theresponsbilities tha come. New chdlenges, more
knowledge 1@n actudly kind of excited to grow up. |, persondly, cannotwait to beout
of school. Yes, |®n also guilty of looking back, thinking more fondly of my preschool
years than my eighth grade ong but| unfortunaely do notown atime machine Thinking
aboutback then isn®going to make the now any better. | want to learn new thingsand go
see new places, be able to make a postive difference in my life andthelives of others. |
want to spread out, beworldly.

Thisiswhere you sit there, smile fondly and shake your head. Yes, you say to yourself, |
wanted tha, too. But look where you are now, judging an eighth grader® contest paper.
|®n ignarant. Almogt everybodywants to travel, see new things Why do you think they
don® Thethingis, they probably can® My parents haven®taken a vacationin over
fifteen years, because themoney is so tight Growing upislikethelittle tyke that wants
to beable to stay up later than ther older sibling. Once you get tha later bedtime, you
cometo realizeit isn®@that great. Growing up probably isn®as great as| think it is. |
have great ambitions buttheresponsbilities of being older will get in my way, if | let
them. If | ever even make enoughmoney to beable to travel tha much, which isvery
unlikely, few people do, 1@ jus hewiot her hopdess tourist that visits only first world
counties.

Growing up is mandaory. But when does a personreally grow up?After theteenage
years? When they turn eighteen? Sixteen? Do you have to live throughalife changing
tragedy before you gan maturity, someonedie, redize what liferedly is? Or isita
naural occurrence in the brain, to grow up?I should hopetha when | grow up, | will be
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mature, have a cool head, all that great stuff, butl don®want to lose my inne child
either. | like to make people laugh.Mog of thetime I®n doing something silly, whichin
turn makes me laugh | don®want to lose tha. Our sodiety won®let people besilly,
make mistakes. Tha@what |®n afraid of. | don®want to grow up wearing a suit to work
every day. | want to wear what | want. | don®want to sit behind a desk, filing papers.
Thethoughtof beinginsdeall day every day makes me panic. | don®want to become a
bitter lady who haes her job, he boss sand everything else besides the paycheck she
earns Theonly problemis, people don®always get what they want.

| think that mog adults are really jug kids putting on the mask of the calm supeior for
the bendfit of othe's. Sodety demandsit. Play by therules, or beleft out | wantto be
myself. If othersthink | act childish, fire me. 13l find a new job. 1@n aterrible actress;
don®make me pretend to be something I&n not. If | feel like singing, 1® sing. If | feel
like watching Beauty andthe Bead fivetimesin arow, | will. But| will also act
responsbly and dowhat | think isright

Adults have it better than they think.

Stephanie Erlandson, Henning Minnesota
I mpromptu
Growing Up: Today or Tomorrow?

Growing upisnat only aphyscal changebutamental one Y oubegin to undestand tha
theentire world does not care abouteverythingin your life. Yourealize tha everythingis
not fun and games anymore. Y ou can see people dying and people starving. As you grow
up, you beagin to feel thepan yoursalf. Y our perspective changes and you want to hdp
othersin need. When you grown up, you discover tha you will get more funout of life
when you give to those in need, feed those who are hungry, and care for those who are
hurt.

Being an adult does not mean tha you are totally and completely free from everyone
Thee are till laws tha you have to follow and other people that you mud take orders
from. When you are an adult, you do have more power. Y ou have the power to make
your own decisionsand choos your lifestyle. Y ou aso have more responsbility. You
have to care for your children and for thar needs When you are an adult, you cannotbe
selfish. Other people, more specifically, younge people will need your hdp more than
before. They will look upto you because you know more than they do. It will beyour
responsbility to answer ther questionsand address thar concerns

| myself have mixed feelingsonbecoming an adult. It isexcitingin away, yet pat of me
wants to stay as a child. When you are a child, you can blame other people for your
actions When you are an adult, you mug take responsbility for your actions
immediately or you get farther into trouble. By becoming an adult, people will trug me
more. Butdo | want thar trug now or later?

Don®you sometimes wish that you could go run around,play in therain, or splash in
mud puddes? It isin these moments tha you are torn between the desire to be a child
agan and theurgeto grow up. Children seem to always have someoneto feed them, hold
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them, and to take thar hand when they walk across the street. They fedl safe and are
carefree. All of asudden though,tha handis yanked out and pulled away. Y our shoulder
to cry onisgone

Y et, onae you are an adult it sometimes seems tha you do not need tha shoulder
anymore. Y ou are onyour own and free. You get to make your own decisonson who
you are and wha you do. One pat tha | loveabou growing upistha | have more
freedom My paentstrug me more and | get to make my own choices. Of course, my
family is still therefor me as| test theboundaies and trod ontha tightropebeween
child and adult. They are there to catch me as many times as| fall off. Being an adult
gives you more responsbility, as | have aready stated. Teachers, parents, and practically
everyoneelse you know is depending on you more. They all expect more of youand are
disappointed when you fail. So you have to work harder to meet their standads

Over dl, growing upisawondeful adventure tha | look forward to very much. But |
still wonde sometimes, should | grow up today and leave my childhoodcompletely
benhind?Or should I grow up tomorrow and enjoy another day of being carefree?

Gabrialle Landsverk, Becker Middle School, Becker MN
I mpromptu

Growing upistheultimaterite of passage when your ateenager. More freedom more
privileges, more power over younge siblings To me, it symbolizes everythingin life tha
|®n hot responsble enoughQo have yet; acar, my own hous, ajob, maybeeven a
family. But it goes degper than material things

Asakid, grownupsalways seemed to have the answers. Adults, especially parents, were
gads thar knowedgewas boundess, ther word was law, and they could cure wounds
with amerekiss. Now tha |®n ateenager, some of themagic is gone Santa Claus the
Tooth Fairy, and the Boogeyman dord exist. Kidsaren®ddivered by the stork. Parents
don®have tha amazing internd clock that tells them when yourtime ontheT.V. isup.
They don®always know what to do when thingsgo wrong.

But there@ still that childlike awe of our elders. They have so much more freedomthan
us andfor teenages, freedomislike adrug. No matter how much leeway our parents
give us we always want more. Later curfew, bigge allowance, less rules. We®e never
really satisfied until we can move outand make our own rules.

Asweéll astheprivileges and responsbilities, growing up can bea hard road to travel. For
me, thistime in my lifeis by no meansabed of roses. School is more demanding, and
grades are more important than ever. Relationdhipsget hader to manage, having to
bdance friends family, and potential dates. Moodsare difficult too, especialy for people
with depression, or other mental or physcal disorders. | find myself doubtng thingsl
thoughtl could always counton. The pressure to fit in sometimes makes me wonde if
growingupisrealy worth it.

| can®spesk for every teen outthere, butoverall | think becoming an adult is worth every
minute of the struggle to get there. The benefits far outweigh theresponsbilities, and
sometimes, even having ajob can befun. 1t@ notlike we have much of a choice; noone
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can stay youngforever, unless you®@e Peter Pan. But it@ much more exciting to think of
growing up as something you get to do, not something you have to do.

LukasMatern, Willow Creek Middle School, Rochester MN
I mpromptu

Growing up is something that everyonemud deal with at some point, butviews onthe
subject are quite varied. Thisisthetime in which ayounge member of sodety gains
more power, confidence, and status However, many find tha they are faced with more
difficult decisonsand new responsbilities. | think tha thereason for ganing this
maturity isto handle these burdensthat an adolescent will frequently overlook

Some of the harder thingsaboutbecoming an adult indudethefinding and maintenance
of ajob, afamily, and figuring outthe answvers to certain ethical decisons Growing up
should be, in my opinion, atime of planningfor the years ahead, learning how to wisely
use your new abilities to your advantage One of the important lessonsa growing youth
will learn isthat Qpractice makes perfect,Oand that little can be achieved withouta
modicum of perseverance and hard work. Adolescence is the best time to practice for the
chdlengestha will bemet in thefuture, since, ona in college or settled in an
occupaion, these nevfoundskills will need to beamog immediately applied.

Y et another decision theteen will need to make onthe pah to adulthoodis how they will
treat ther fellow man (colleagues, friends possibly children, etc.). | firmly bdieve tha
themain difference between a child and an adult istha, in general, a child cares more
abouthimself/herself, and tha an adult should beable to be concerned more aboutthe
problems of others. Basically, it iswell known that egocentrism is a prominent trait
amongyounge kids but by thetime tha child grows up, he/she should start taking into
congderation the needs of thos aroundhim/her. Unfortunaely, this theory does not
apply to all adults, which probably explainsthereason for why there is ill globd hunge
and povety. If everyonecared more abouthis neghborthan abouthimself, theworld
would likely beamuch better, easier placeto livein.

As| become an adult myself, | strive to stay trueto and follow my values. Theworld no
longe Qevolves aroundmeOas | no doubtbdieved when | was younge. To me, the most
important part of growing up is nurturing one® likewise growing sense of empathy, and
applyingit inlife to thebenefit of mankind. Asan adult, | will try to embrace bath power
and responsbility alike, turing both to humanity@ advantage, and knowing tha growing
upistheimportant stagein life tha it haslongbeen known to be

Cecilia Moline, Skyview Middle School, Oakdale, MN
I mpromptu

Becoming an adult isthoughtof as ajoumey in many cultures. All over theglobe there
are many traditionsand rituds tha teenagers pass throughon ther way to adulthood and
this time is marked with many changesN changesin your body, your mindset, your role
in sodety. It seems like absolutely nothingis the same. People treat you differently, and
they valueyour opinion more. They treat you as an adult, or if they don@ you bdieve
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tha they should. On yourway to adulthood,you find out who your truefriendsand
enemies are, and wha your god in lifeis. Sometimes you find out where your lifeis
going; sometimes you don®find out so easily, or your pah changes, buteither way, itis
ajoumey.

Thistime, this trip from childhoodto adulthood,is like a child walking aroad. Maybeit@
springtime, and sheisfascinaed with the nevbom flowers and thebeautiful blue sky.
Shewatches a sunset, captivated by the shifting, fiery colors. Then, dowly, these things
lose ther awe-ingiring beauty to her and become more and more normal. The child
becomes preoccupied with other things Her appearance, her friends Little by little, these
pettier thoughs consume the smaller, more joyful ones of her childhood Sheis growing
up, sowly, but surely. She@® not sure where she@® going, butit doesn®matter much at
this point.

After awhile, shebeginsto notice theflowers and trees and sunsts agan, butina
different light They are till lovdy to look at, butshe doesn®think of each flower asa
miracle, as each sunset as awesome. They@e pretty, jus pretty. She can see them every
day, after al. They aren@miraculous Jug pretty.

To some, thisiswhat adulthoodis. Thingslose thar sparkle and become normal. People
become oppotunities. You never runsimply for the joy of running. The adulthoodof
some people is consumed by nomality and fitting in with standards

But, for others, becoming an adult meansfindly discovering who you are and where you
will fitinto in sodety. In the past, peers have pressured thar decisions butnowthey feel
tha, as adults, they can showtheworld exactly who they are and what they bdieve. The
cage has been unlocked and the chanshave been removed. Adulthoodisatimeto
expresswhoyou are. | bdieve tha becoming an adult isajourney of knowledge Thisis
atime when the nasve eyes of achild are opened to wha people truly can belike. You are
expod to the extremes of human naure. You may learn wha pah your life will

travelN what direction will your life take? Will you help others or work to destroy them?
Will your decisonsbe based on your lovefor someoneor your hared of others? Will you
try to improvethelives of people?

Wha kind of areputation do youwant to have, and wha kind of reputation will you
have? Much of tha dependson wha you choo% to do as an adult. Even if your career is
in service, and you care for people every day, you could still do more ham tha goodif
you are crud, rude or bigoted. So much rests on your shoulders as you grow to an adult,
especialy if you are setting an example for ayourger child. Will youbeagoodrole
modd for them? They may follow in your footsteps, for better or for worse, so to think of
your life having this big of an impact on tharsis somewha mind-bogging. Youhaveto
make goodchoices.

But growing up is more than that. Growing up is forgetting stereotypes. If youwant to be
agoodhuman beng, agoodperson, you have to look beyond someond3 appearance to
seewho heor sheredly is.

Growing up and maturing are not the same thing, thoughthey dowalk hand-in-hand. To
grow upisto grow older. To be mature is to accept others, to know wha you can change
and to make wise choices. To mature is agoodthing. To some, growingupisaswell; to
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others, it isn® Some people grow up but never mature. Some people are mature but not
grown up.

| also bdieve tha when you grow up, youthink of yourself in highe esteem. Some think
of themselves as alady or a gentleman, and try to act tha way, and to make elegant
choices and think elegant thingsand dress elegantly. Sadly, hd ping others doesn®aways
fit with ther image of themselves.

All indl, growing upis nether negaive nor postive. To cal it oneor theother isto
labd aprocesstha we al go through,and would not be accurate. There are countess
changes, countess negatives, and countess postives. Thisisajoumey we all walk on.
Our adulthoodis unfamiliar, overflowing with choices we mug make.

Wha path will you choo®?

Joe Poblocki, Scott Highlands Middle School, Apple Valley MN
[ mpromptu

We are all after advancementsin life: promotions raises and special recogntions There
isan advancement tha life hasin store for us andtha isgrowingup. To me, growing
up meansmoving on and learning new things Growing up aso signifies aging, maturity
and the ability to do different things

When | was younge, | pictured growing up as beng the greatest thing that could ever
happen. | could beadodor, an astronaut or anything | wanted. | eventudly learned that
to have these incredible jobsl would have to work and devote myself to learning. My
trangtion fromwanting to become a Power Rangea to wanting to become aMarine
Scientist was me growing up. To bean adult isto have had many experiences and to have
thoughtthroughmany ideas. An adult is someonewho was once a kid and someonewith
thememory of howthey grew up. Thetrangtionfrom child to adult is not sudden and
takes many years. It isduring these years tha we turn away from our pasts and look to
our futures.

It is notthe amountof years tha makes an adult different fromakid. Thebiggest
difference isthe knowledgethe adult possesses. Asapeasonisagingheor she
eventudly graspsthe conaept of reality and usesit to deermine his or her future. This
concept is pat of theknowedgetha separates an adult fromakid. Thisimpossibly
ovelooke difference isthemod essential part of life. Withoutknowledgewe would be
nothing. Of course, the physcal difference between an adult and a child can be
astounding. However, | have seen kidsbigge and stronge than adults, and the adults are
still smarter and more mature. It is because of thisreason tha adults are ore truged and
more respected than kids It isalso because of thisthat adults are the center of power in
amog every occupdion, proving that knowedgetruly is power.

In away, | enjoy my current statusas an eighth-grade student. |®n smart, athletic and

have many friends At thesametimel am eager to grow up and become an adult. | am
confident that my hard work will pay off oneday and | hopetha it will lead me to
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success. Currently my limits are set by me doingwell in school. All | can do nowiswait
to grow up and work alongtheway. Asl lookaroundat school | see sixth-gradekidsand
wonde if tha@what | really looked like two years ago. | persondly think that some
people can be adults at my age and some are still kidsat thirty yearsold. Asl said
before, becoming an adult really can®be measured in years.

Everyonegrows up aroundadults so everyoneknows wha they®e like. Adults are
looked up to and are respected. Since we are bom wanting to fit in, we want to belike
those adults. We want to have al tha respect and power, and we imaginewha it mug be
like. When | wasfour, | wanted everythingmy paents had. | wanted money for toys |
wanted to set my own bedtime and | wanted to bebig. |Qe heard people say they want to
beatoddler again. However, all toddlerswantisto beadults. |sthegrass always
greener ontheother side, or dowe jus always need something to want? 1Qre always
wanted to knowwhat | would belike as an adult; wha | would make of myself in the
future. My paentstell me tha they longto bemy ageagan. Isbeangan adult truly
harder, or istha jug another want in life? In my honest opinion, I think growing up will
bechdlenging and probably very hard at times, but | still look forward to it and hopeit
will come soon.

Asan adult | hopeto belooked up to by kidsand even othe adults. | hopemy
knowledgeand talents will bring me far and | hopel will bethoughtof as a her to
someone To bethoughtof in such away isan honorusudly reserved for adults. | want
to bethepeson | thoughtl would bewhen | was four. Tha@why | look forward to
growing up.

Andrew Sletten Fergus Falls Middle School, Fergus Falls
I mpromptu

When | was younge | never thoughtof growing up as a possibility. It was jus something
tha mightor could hgppen to me one day. Asfar as| was concerned | was finebengthe
pudgy?9 year old with his head in abook.My parents and sister could betheones
growing. | would betheonein the corner, reading while my parents would eventudly
leave to go to nursing homes and such, and my sister would take over thehouse and the
duties of feeding and grooming me. Whenever shewould have company shewould just
talk proudly of me, and compare meto her other not as intelligent or cute kids GHe@ on
page 59 and hejug started yesterday, Oshewould say. But thingsdidn® quite work out
tha way.

Asl gotolder | started to think more and more aboutgrowing up. At first it was jug the
nomal thingsyoungchildren wanted to be | wanted to beapendl for aday, andan
apple for another. | aso went throughtheimminent phase of wanting to beafireman and
apoliceman. Then | started to become somewha of a chameleonin thefuture. | went to
my sister@ soccer game and | had to play soccer. | used to follow alongon my father®
vet callsfor awhile, so | wanted to bea veterinarian for avery longtime. This dream
promptly ended when | foundoutthat bengabovine practitione in Minnesota is actudly
alargeamountof work. | jug assumed tha my father was like the peopleon TV who
don®work in thewinter and never really doany real work. A quick Januay night spent
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watching my dad at a calving quickly killed the TV assumption. After the chameleon
phase | thoughtl had zeroed in on my profession. It was perfect. | would write. | had
aways enjoyed writing in school and | consdered myself an extraordinarily goodwriter.

Tumsout! realy wasn® Looking back at some of thethingsl wrote that | was sure was
going to bepublished was arevelation.

Thepoint of thelatter paragraphsistha growing up isfilled with empty dreams and
disappointments. Althoughl feel | have had agodl life, noneof my dreams of my early
years have gotten me anywhere. Maybeit@jug who | though | wasin adifferent time. |
think that@really wha growing upis about Finding outwho you are as a person. Not
youin agroup,notyourself when you are playing sports, butwhoyou redly are. Even
thoughhow you act in agroupor howyou play a sport can be paesond revelations they
do noteven give ahintasto whoyouredly are.

| think who you are as you grow up is shaped by who or what influences you. 1t@ the
same conaoept as when mothers play thear babies Beethoven in the womb. Persondly |
think it makes no difference whether you play Beethoven, or thelatest Ozzy Osboume
album, or anything for that matter to your infant. But it@& that same prindple. If you hear
enoughBeethoven alightbulb turnsonin your brain and you start to have an affinity for
classical musc. Some thingscan shgpeyou in anegaive way though.A bitter divorce
can notjud sepaate afamily, buy | think it has long term effects besides missing your
parents such astrug problems.

| think how you are as an adult is how much you let different thingsshgpe you. When
you are an adult it really doesn®matter how you were at a 7 grade party or, unless you
were spectacular at it, how you played a sport. It matters how you let your experiences
and memories affect theway you act. | don®think anyonestarts out with any oneplan set
in stonefor them. Jug imagineif the plan for Edga Allen Poe of Mark Twain wasto lead
acompletely ordinary ho-humlife. We wouldn® have two of the greatest American
writers ever.

| picture our selves while growing up as atemplate. Asthingsstart to hgppen to uswe
have thingschiseled on or added to our template until we have a never quite finished but
satisfactory produd. Oneof the unfortunae thingsis tha some thingscan get written
over onyou template. A certain time you were chosen as a Promising Y oungWriter
could be overshadowed by a death of afamily member, or some other unfortunae
occurrence. On your template, as well as your memory, negdives are written bigge and
bolder than postive events. Thisis unfortunae buthuman naure.

In conduson, | think being an adult means accepting who you are and where your life
has lead you.

Sarah Smeltzer Wayzata Middle School Growing Up
mpromptu

Q@ NOT GOING TO MIDDLE SCHOOL, MOM, AND THEREG NOTHING YOU
CAN DO TO MAKE ME!Q When | was onmy first day of sixth grade, | had every
intention of jug hiding outin my closet and waiting for adolescence to pass. Even though
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my main worry was havingto get up at 7:00 am., an hourand a hdf earlier than | had the
past six years of my life, | ill felt very aloneand scared of this new place away fromthe
comforts of open-up desks and motherly teachers. | felt uncomfortable with myself and
did notknowwho | was. More privileges, new friendsand new people, responsbility,
and pushing myself to bethebest | could did not excite or motivate me; it only made me
even more frightened. | did notwant to grow up; | did notwant to enter a sodety of
eighth grade bullies and girls decked outin way too much makeup.

Now, | like theidea of findly becoming an adult. | get so many more privileges than
when | was a grade-schooler. | am so grateful for al thefreedomtha | g, and athough
my mother still bothers me aboutevery single thing, | know it& because she cares and
not because shereally needs to. From experience, | have learned many life lessonsabout
growing up and making theright choices. | have become a much more responsble and
reliable person, and someonetha my friendscould trug.

When | was in elementary school, | spent all of my time with the same friendsand the
same people, refusgng to assodate with anyoneelse. | was not exactly antisodal, butl
definitely did notthink | needed or even wanted other companions One of thethingsl
regret themog is being crud to some people tha may have been londy. Undastanding
tha everyoneneedsafriend regardless of how many | have has been oneof thetoughest
morals | have ever had to go through.Once | entered middle school, | realized tha not
everyoneisnice, and | saw my own weaknessesin othe people. Once | identified these
impefections | tried hard to rid myself of my crudties. | am now amuch more likeable
person, althoughl knowit isimpossible to be perfect. Appreciating my family and
myself was a hugestep into adulthood

Family values mean alotin my hous. Thefirst rule | ever learned from my parents was
the preschool classic Qo hits, no spits, nofitsO | was quite the bully in preschool, and
would go bdlisticif | did notget my way. When my mom dropsme off at school, she
now says, GRemember | loveyou, and don®do anything stupidO Family taughtme that |
cannotdo thingsjug for myself, but | have to do thingsfor other people as well. She
wants meto domy best, and | try to dojug tha every day, evenif | messupin the
Process.

Another roughlesson | have learned is to keep going when you feel you cannotgo any
more. Whether it bein sports, friends or school, | have felt at onetime or another tha it
would be so much easier to jug give up and nat go any further. Even so, mog of thetime
| pushed on, and each time the reward was greater than! could have imagined:

the ability to believe in myself and to trust my character. Appreciating oneself isavital
key to feeling satisfied with ong3 life and not feel guilty.

Growing upistheonly opportunity to find yourself. You get to grow up only onae, so try
to live it and make the mod outof it. Being an adut should notfed likeapan, it should
feel likeit is something you deserve for beng so patient with yourself all these years. |
persondly do notthink that a world of rules and regulationswould beaworld tha |
would want to livein, so breathein theindependence a last, and enjoy it.
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Even thoughtheold little-kid days will bemissed, you can take those lessonsyou learned
and enlighten someoneelse@ life. Until you acknowledgewhat isin your heart, you can
only wait untl you mature into the beautiful adult tha people will recognize and respect.
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