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Teachers as Writers, and Students of Writing

I had the good fortune to go to a convention of creative writafd)Xthis wintey
and it's helping me see myself as a teacher of writing and reading through
slightly different lens.

One of my favorite sessions was about the concept of mybtmmmysteries
make us want to continue reading, similar to the desire to solve a puzzle. E
crossword puzzles and sudoku fall into this categdity¢re's something relaxin
about working out a problem with a solution, a finite endpoint, perhaps bec
allows us to narrow our focus and shut out the rest of the world.

A good story also engages us, and | am reminded that | need to let my stug
see how much fun this can be.

Another favorite session, "The Poet's Notebook," featured Poet Laureate C
Simic. It was about how the material in a writer's journal becomes poetry fo
public audience.

Full disclosure: | am not a journal writek would like to keep a journal. | have
many lovely artistically-bound blank page books, a couple of ragged notebd
with squashed, semi-functioning spiral bindings, but no shelf of thoughtfuk
ured tomes that | can page through to remind myself what | once observed
thought about. | strongly identify with my students who have a hard time g¢
started writing. So | was interested in what Simic and the other panelists h
say

Why indeed write things down? (Our students might add this variation: "W
should I do this if it's not graded?") Simic responded that trusting memory
bad idea--like trying to remember a vivid dream a few hours after you've bg
awake. We write things down to remember them. Of course, most of us alr
know this. During the Q amtl, however one audience member asked what

seemed like a superficial question: what size notebook do you recommend
journal? The answer was surprising: thedar the blank piece of pap¢ne more
daunting it is to fill. Simic likes to write in a notebook about the size of a €h
book. Furthermore, he commented that it's easier for him to use paper witl
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Minnesota Council of Teachers of English

2008 Spring Conference
Earle Brown Heritage Center, Minneapolis, MN
April 11-12

Conference theme:

Playing with Wordg

Featured Speakers Include:

Author of
ShadowBaby;,
Rainlight,

and TheFalling
Boy

Author of
Anguished
English

Richard Lederer

Author of Cheri Register
From
Shadows to

Light

Author of
Packinghoug
Daughter

MCTE News Winter 2008 page 2



Conferenc"

Br eakout Sessions

at a Glanc"

Friday Morning Sessions

* Read Lik e aWrit er #
Writ e Lik e a Reader

led by Debra Waage and
Jana Larson

* Rethinking P eer Review
Groups

led by Michelle Timp-Pilon
* Voices $om Shakespear"
led by Andrew Wade from
the Guthrie

*Multi genreWriting:
Expanding Creativity a nd
I mproving Writing

led by Sherri Larson

* Anticipation Gui des:
MoreThan Justa Pr"
reading Str ategy

led by Suzanne Kaback

* Overview of new stat "
GRAD Writing Test

led by Dirk Mattson

* Teaching Writing U sing
Suzuki Techniques

led by Karen Morrill-Bryan
* Wanna Good Book?

led by Judith Landrum

* Ready or N ot Writing:
Disc overie s and Lessons
$om th e Arst Year

led by Paul Carney

* Getting th e Most Out of
Your Onelto! One Stude n%
Writing C onferences

led by Kirsten Jamsen

MCTE News

* Podcasting and th"
Americ an Dream
led by Lisa Sackett and Susan

Meyer
* The Pay of Words
led by Richard Lederer

Friday Afternoon Sessions

* Parle r Pastich e?

led by Russ Markert

* Bui Iding a Bett er Toolkit:
Developing a Web Ste to
Support Writing! | ntensiv"
Courses

led by Bill Dyer and Anne
O’Meara

* New Dir ections: Asia&
Americ an Lit erature in th"
New Century

led by Joan Thompson

* Using Online R ole!play i&
High School and Co'eg”
Classrooms

led by Rick Beach, Elizabeth
Boeser, and Candance Doerr
* Faculty P et Peeves i&
Academic Writing

led by Carol Mohrbacher and
Cindy Deuser

* Pun and Games for th"
Middle School

led by Richard Lederer

Winter 2008

Saturday Morning

Sessions

* Buddy H o'y , Bob Frost,
and the Bard: Celebrating
and Reinforcing Lit eratur”
(ith P arody

led by John Zdrazil

* Good Words and Critic al
Thinking S ki's

led by Alexandra Glynn

* Learning Communitie s
led by Loli M. Dillon

* Artful Writing: E xploring
theArt M useum asWriting
Site

led by Judi Petkau

* Becoming a Re)ectiv”
Teacher

led by Peter Henry

* Teaching To Ki'a

M ockingbir_d with C ultu ral
Lenses

led by Jana Rieck,

Nicole Kronzer, Marika
Belusa, and Justin Grinage

* Critic a'y Thinking ab ou%
Science in the Frst! Year
Composition C lassroo*

led by James Heiman

* Just Jour naling

led by Peder Engebretson

* Technology Session or
Comput eriz ed Writing
Assessments

* Tutoring S tr ategies for
Developmental Writ ers
led by Alex Pickens and Ryan
Hanson

* Conan the Grammaria &
led by Richard Lederer
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Conérence Redisition Form

Playing with Words

MCTE Spring Canénce
April 112, 2008
Earle Brown Center
Brooklyn CenteMN

Name:

Home mailing address:
City: State: Zip code:
Email address:

Please check one:
$60: Friday and Saturday combined registration (includes all meals a&ns) speak

$10: Friday only registration (9 a.m. - 4 p.m., includes continentaishreaidh, &€rnoorhors
dOoeurvresspeakrs)

$70: Saturday only registration (8 a.m. - 1 p.m., includes falstieakh, speaks)

College student/student teacher: $50
! Please indicateyr college:

Registrations postmaitk afer March 27 and onsite registrations will begelthan additional $20. Retain a copy of
this form br your records. There are no refumdscéncellations or no-shows. Please send a copy of this registration
form and payment in th@ih of a check made out to:

MCTERo purchase orders, please)ater than March 27to:

MCTE
Minnesota Humanities Education Center
987 Easlvy Ave.
St. Paul, MN 5106

Lodging reservations must be made directly with County Inn and Suites (Brooklyn Center), the
host hotel for the conference. To reserve a room at the conference rate, go to
www.countryinns.com/brooklyncentermn and use the promotional code MCTE. MCTE room
availability guaranteed through March 27, 2008.

Registration questionsContact Jessica Docktedassica.Dockter@gmail.com
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! MCTE Spring Conference b Playing witWords

April 11 & 12, 2008
Earle Brown Heritage Center

Lodging Registration Form
Country Inn and Suites Country Inn & Suites
2550 Freeway Blvd.
Brooklyn CenterMN 55430
763 561-0900/ fax 763 566-2921

Standard Room

King Suite

Single Occupancy

$96.00 + 12.65% tax

$106.00 + 12.65% tax

Double Occupancy $96.00 + 12.65% tax $106.00 + 12.65% tax
Triple Occupancy $106.00 + 12.65% tax $116.00 + 12.65% tax
Quad Occupancy $116.00 + 12.65% tax $126.00 + 12.65% tax

Check lodging nights and number of room occupants:

__ Thursday, April 10

___Single ___ Double _Triple _ Quad

Friday, April 11

___Single ___ Double _Triple _ Quad

__ Saturday, April 12

___Single ___ Double _Triple _ Quad

Payment method:
Check (enclosed)

(rate + tax)

(rate + tax)

(rate + tax)

TOTAL PAYMENT

Amount paid

____ Credit Card Amount to be chared to credit card
____Visa # Exp.
____ Mastercard # Exp.
____American Express # EXp.
____ Discover # Exp.

Send the completed room reservation

forlater than March 27, 2008, to:
Megan Diaz, Sales Manager

Country Inn and Suites Country Inn & Suites

2550 Freeway Blvd.
Brooklyn CenterMN 55430

Online Reservations:

To make hotel reservations online, gowevw .countryinns.com/br ooklyncentermn

After selecting your lodging dates, youQll be prompted on the next screen for a Opromotional coMCGTEEasethe promotional code
to receive the conference rat®u also can call 800-456-4000 (central reservations) to make reservations.
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Minnesota English Journal, Stud&Mtiting Issue ~

includes Pomising dung Witers pieces by last ye@reighth graders and iting
Achievemenfward pieces by last ye@ eleventh graders.
Check out the following pieces and many more at www.mcte.org

Emily Klump, eighth grader atWayzatawest Middle School E

...If given the chance [to go back in time], | would go back to meet my great grandfather

His name was Earl Lutz. He enjoyed fruits (watermelon especially) and the race of a good basebaliaaight
there is about the extent of my knowledge about hisTlie.rest of my judgment about his character was based chiefly on
others©pinions. ... He loved chocolate as well, which in itself gained him some merit wiinohéknow that he loved my
brother very, very much. So much that it felt like he ditho®e me.

Every year on my broth@ birthday he would arrive with my grandparents in town and a great big watermelon
under his arm. My brothgbeing the fruit lover that he is, delighted in his gitsd my great grandpa sure knew how to pick
them. But it always hurt when he ditlk@ow what to get me. | cangven recall anymore if | even got a presaiitl knew
was that the pain | felt was meant to be a silent ftenever | brought up the topic with my parents, they assured me that |
was as dear to his heart as any of his great-grandchilthieg.attempted to console me by telling me that he never was quite
as good with girlsAccording to them, he just didridow how to express his love with me. | feltfeiently, though. How
hard could it be for one to bestow a hug upon their [great] granddauafeer words of kindness? Resolved that my case
was right, | resorted to an odd state whenever my great grandpa was around. | would smile and say all the right words. But if
one looked really closelyou would see the smile never quite reached my eyes.

A few years laterl learned the harsh truth. He was dying; the great-grandfather | never quite knew had only a few
months left in this world. It was a hard thing to deal with, to be sure. My bitterness seemed a horrible overreaaiahinow
committed myself to being a doting companigat the feeling never quite left, and even upon his deathbed, he seemed to
show favoritism for my brotheAndrew left with a special jug and the feeling of being loved. I, on the other hand, took leave
of the hospital with a heavy heart, filled with grief and regret.

He died that night. Earl Lutz, the [great]grandfather | never km&as now taken away from me foreviecried for
the passing of a life, but | could not say that | cried from sorkbyparents were overwhelmingly grateful for the chance to
say goodbye. | was too, but | knew that in a certain dark corner of my heart that | wadt@egmyed that | never really
knew whom | was saying goodbye to.

When | think back upon my great grandfathieis with sadness. It is a heartless being that would not regret the
passing of a life. Howevegtt is also with shame. | find myself wishing that | could sob for him, but | cannot. | loved my
great-grandfatheEarl Lutz, but | mostly loved that picture that was drawn out forTinat is why given the chance to meet
with a person from the past, | would meet with him. | would tell him how my grandmother is doing, how strong she took his
death, so that he might feel proud of the woman he has raised. | would depict how the thought of Dove bars reminded me of
him, so that he would know that he is nogfatten. But most of all, | would voice the grief | have been holding in my heatrt. |
would attempt to build bridges where there were once only gaps. | would ask him if he loved me, and tell him honestly that |
do. My utter remorse for his death is held by only one thingjfeness. | need to know that he had loved me, and | need to
tell him that | feel the same.

It is my greatest belief that tears are the best dimey wash away sorrquand they leave a person knowing that
here is a clean slate, a place to begin again. | have always loved my great-grarmfatireyed to be able to cry to truly
believe.

4 ) ) ) N Paulina Lopezeleventh grader at John
MCTE Nws is publishedur times aear as a benebt to :
membes. Marshall High School. Rochester
Next deadline for Ar tic les: May 10, 2008 The Visit
X . ! . '_ ) y 2 Her visits were always painfurhey were unexpected, leaving
Contact Jodndeson--jodi.anden@anoka.k12.nus me little time to prepare myself for the countless embarrass
13683Yukon StNW, AndeerMN 55304 ments sheOd put me through.

| pushed the door opefmhe two of us walked into CVS, hear
) ing the familiar Oding-dot@as the glass door shut behind us.
(continued on page 7)

Member NCTE Irdrmation Exchang&greement
.

MCTE News Winter 2008 page 6


http://www.mcte.org
http://www.mcte.org
mailto:Anderson--jodi.anderson@anoka.k12.mn
mailto:Anderson--jodi.anderson@anoka.k12.mn

"TheVisit, continued#

‘We stepped into my favorite store
in the world, the Walgreen’s of the
East, taking in the therapeutic aroma
of notepad, construction paper,
Maybelline, and the newest issue of
Peoplenagazine....Slung over her
should was an enormous flowered
purse, her most prized possession.
There was nothing elderly about the
way she walked towards the make-up
aisle. The white hair and wrinkles
gave away her age, but failed to hide
the youthful determination she
carried....All of a sudden, my
daydreaming was cut short. Across the
store, the teenage cashier boy, her
latest victim, was arguing at the
register.

“I’m sorry, ma’am, but these items
aren’t on clearance. You'll have to pay
the full price for them.”

My face burned. Not agin... The
cashier boy’s irritated voice rang out
once more. “Ma’am, they aren’t on
sale. You took the ‘50% OFF’ stickers
off of the clearance items and stuck
them onto these!”

I looked up from my trail mix
literature and stared at her in horror.
She pleaded in what she thought
sounded like innocent Spanish.
“What? Ah, no hablo ingles..solo
espanol..No eengleesh.” By now, other
customers were peering over their
shoulders, no longer able to restrain
their curiosity. Before I could make
my escape out the glass doors, she
called my name, “Pau, ven.”

Groaning, I muttered something
under my breath about how normal
people pay for their merchandise and
leave. My feet grudgingly made their
way to the counter, and I lifted my
head, hoping that maybe, just maybe,
the cashier boy was wrong. There she
was, clutching her handbag, proudly
standing before her masterpiece. On
the counter in front of her lay a tiny
mountain of lipsticks and compacts.
Each one had its own stolen sticker
on it, clearly ripped off of its rightful

owner. The cashier boy, whose face
now sported an angry hue of plum,
kindly told us to pay full price for the
makeup or leave. We left. She’d done
it. She’d gotten us kicked out of my
favorite store in the world. I refused
to talk to her for the rest of the day:.

Today, I'm the one visiting her.
The overpowering scent of urine fogs
up her bedroom, robbing me of any
kind of appetite. The purse she once
cautiously carried now lays abandoned
in the shadows of her tiny house,
where it has silently been gathering
dust for five years.

I sit down in the armchair next to
her bed....Her eyes widen in surprise,
but not a word leaves her mouth.
However, the aphasia is the least of
her problems. Today she doesn’t
remember that historic trip to the
pharmacy. She doesn’t remember my
name. She doesn’t recognize me when
I stand in front of her.

Despite all this, I begin to tell my
grandma about school, about my new
baby sister, about anything I can
think of. Occasionally, she smiles and
nods, but most of the time she only
stares blankly ahead. After a while I
run out of things to say. The silence in
the room, however, is only
momentary. her snores, almost
deafening, have taken over the
stillness of the room. My grip on her
wrinkled hand tightens as hard as the
strength in my fingers will allow, as if
doing so will squeeze the memory
back into her. For a fleeting moment,
I think I feel her hand squeeze mine

back. No, I decide. She$asleep

Sighing, I lean in from my seat to
kiss her goodbye on the cheek. I arise
from the dusty armchair and show
myself out the door, double-checking
to see that it’s locked as I close it.
Only a month ago, someone broke
into her house. There really wasn’t
much harm done. She was untouched
and nothing was taken from the
house. It probably didn’t take the

burglars very long to decide that there
wasn’t anything valuable in the house.

But I know they were mistaken.

* Special th anks to Kathr y&
Campbe' for p roducing thisy ear &
ME J, Student Writing | ssue

Call for Minnesota English

Journal Submissions. Comprised
of articles, research, poetry, and
narratives written by teachers, the Fall
2008 ME] needs your submission by
June 30, 2008. See mcte.org for
submission details.

Opportunitie s

Carleton College will offer its
twenty-ninth annual Summer
Teaching Institute, June 23-26, 2008.
Nineteen workshops will be offered
including Engl ish Language and
Compo sition and Engl ish
Lit eratur e and Compo sition . All
classes are designed to introduce
teachers to new materials as well as to
allow them to develop materials for a
variety of teaching situations,
including AP courses. Each workshop
carries three graduate credits, which
is equivalent to two semester credits.
Our residence halls all provide central
air-conditioned rooms. Tuition: $675

Room and Board: $285 for a double,
$350 for a single (limited availability)
For more information:

Jeremy Updike, Summéicademy Director
Carleton College, One North College Street
Northfield, MN 55057

Don®forget about grants and

nominations for leadership awards.
If you know of inspiring veteran teachers
who are MCTE members or dedicated new
teachers in their first five years of teaching,
consider nominating them for awards of
excellence and leadershilso, don€¥orget
about your own classroom needs; send in
grant requests, too! Check out mctg.far
details. Send grant requests and nomina
tions to MCTE, MN Humanities Cente&987
East lvyAve., St. Paul, MN 55106.
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Towards a De,nition of 21st C entury Lit eracies

Adopted by the NCTE Executive
Committee in February, the
following key points outline
expanding concepts of literacy.
As the committee notes,
OTwenty-brst century readers
and writers need to:

¥ Develop probciency with the
tools of technology

¥ Build relationships with others
to pose and solve problems
collaboratively and
cross-culturally

¥ Design and share information
for global communities to meet a
variety of

purposes

¥ Manage, analyze, and synthe -
size multiple streams of
simultaneous info.

¥ Create, critique, analyze, and
evaluate multi-media texts

¥ Attend to the ethical responsi -
bilities required by these

complex environmentsO

Cited fromwww.ncte.og

Check this site for more specific ideas
about incorporating New Literacies, in
and out of school.

On a lighter side:
“A pun” my word...

If lawyers are disbarred and
clergymen defrocked, doesn't it
follow that:

electricians can be delighted,
musicians denoted,

cowboys deranged,

dry cleaners depressed,

bed makers debunked,

teachers declassified, and
musical composers decomposed?

On a more positive note, though,
perhaps we can hope that
politicians will be devoted.

from: http://www.webenglishteacher.com
[text/de.txt
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